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3rd Annual Mare Faire Celebration 

A day of guided nature discovery and citizen science fun 
[VALLEJO}, CA – Saturday, August 14, 2010 the 3rd Annual Mare Faire will take place at the Mare Island Shoreline Heritage Preserve from 9am-7pm at the southern end of Railroad Ave on Mare Island in Vallejo. The day features naturalist guided nature discovery outings and opportunities for Preserve visitors to conduct ‘citizen science’ learning about and documenting native plants and oak woodlands, birds and wildlife, geology and invasive non-native plants and developing restoration plans. Brian Collett, landscape architect and Preserve naturalist will be joined by Bert Johnson, senior gardener at East Bay Parks District Tilden Park Native Plant Botanical Garden, in a guided Sierra Club walk along the Historic Southshore area of the Preserve at 9:30am. 

Chris Rose, Executive Director of the Solano Resource Conservation District in Dixon, CA a native grasslands specialist, will guide a “citizen science” outing at 12noon identifying a suitable location in the Preserve for native habitat restoration and walking participants through the steps to evaluate the site for a successful restoration. Chris has seventeen years of experience implementing and managing native grass projects in the Sacramento Valley.  He gained his first grassland restoration experience while working with Hedgerow Farms in the mid-nineties.  Since working with Hedgerow Farms, Chris has managed and implemented habitat restoration projects for the Yolo County Resource Conservation District, Colusa County Resource Conservation District and was the Habitat Restoration Program Manager for Audubon California’s Landowner Stewardship Program for seven years. Chris is a current board member of the Putah Creek Council and is a former president of the California Native Grasslands Association.
In the afternoon at 1:30pm Preserve volunteer Archie Wessells will guide a native plant and natural history walk and at 2pm Brian Collett will engage participants in some “forensic gardening” at the Bob and Alma Rowser Historic Garden, an 80 year-old garden in the Preserve he had led the volunteer effort to remove invasive French broom from and is now developing a restoration plan for. At 3:30pm adventurers will pick blackberries with Myrna Hayes, volunteer co-manager of the Preserve and return to the Visitors Center to make their own blackberry jam. 

The U.S. Forest Service’s Woodsy the Owl mascot will appear at the Visitors Center beginning at 1:30pm when a slide presentation will be given by Amanda Cundiff about how the U.S. Forest Service scientists and land managers conduct land restoration projects. At 2pm local Vallejo resident Lou Silva will give a talk about the Preserve’s reptiles including rattesnakes and gopher snakes. A new activity for kids lets them use the ‘slash’ from Eucalyptus trees and other found natural materials to create “tree forts” on the ground. Although this Mare Faire will focus on the Preserve’s rich natural resources, like past August Mare Faires that have commemorated historical aspects of the Preserve such as the 150th anniversary of the Mare Island Naval Cemetery, Peggy O’Drain, a cemetery docent will tell stories about some of those buried in the cemetery from 12noon to 2pm and a twilight guided walk in the cemetery will take place at 6:15pm. 

A 1pm service at the Visitors Center will commemorate the 66th anniversary of the Port Chicago Mutiny. The charge of Mutiny for 50 African American sailors followed the largest mass mutiny trial in modern American Navy history. On August 9, 1944, 258 African American Navy sailors refused to return to loading munitions under the unsafe conditions that had killed 320 men, 202, of whom were their fellow African American sailors just 3 weeks before at Port Chicago Naval Magazine. While the group of sailors were barracked in Vallejo under the command of the Mare Island Naval Ammunition Depot, their somewhat impromptu refusal to return to work without assurances of training and improved safety precautions, resulted in the court martial of the 50 men singled out as having been key instigators of the action.  Through advocacy of then NAACP lawyer and later Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshal and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, the Navy’s racial segregation practices came to the forefront, leading to a policy shift towards integration by the U.S. Navy and many have said, the founding of the modern American civil rights movement.  

This year, like the past 4 years, Preserve volunteers will offer this free public event on the second Saturday of August headquartered at the Visitors Center located in a magazine formerly used to store munitions. At the Visitors Center there will be educational displays and exhibits, an art show and a barbecue and bake sale. New this year, the Rowser Garden at Guidepost # 6 on the 3-mile roundtrip to the hill paved road trail, is open for a self-guided tour of the recently discovered 80-year old garden on a hillside with dramatic vistas of the Carquinez Strait and its bridges and the Mare Island Strait and vistas beyond. Returning will be the popular gourd art station in the eucalyptus grove. 

Artists of all ages, professional or student, are invited to exhibit their original paintings and photographs. No pre-registration is required. Plein air painters may participate in a “paintout” in which artists fan out throughout Mare Island to paint, returning their work for showing at the Visitors Center as they complete their painting day. Artists are encouraged to paint in the Rowser Garden for a future art exhibit and auction planned in the Fall to benefit the Preserve.

· Beginning at 9am guided outings and self-guided walks and opportunities to paint and photograph, will be followed by afternoon and evening programming until 7pm. A barbecue is 12noon-3pm and a bake sale and beverages will be available for purchase throughout the day. The event is free. Sponsors and volunteers are needed. For information and directions visit www.mareislandpreserve.org or call 707-249-9633.
The Mare Island Shoreline Heritage Preserve
The Mare Island Shoreline Heritage Preserve is located on the portion of Mare Island that is the original Island totaling about 900 acres as compared to the now more than 5,000 acres created by the Navy’s filling of the bay. The Preserve is located on the U.S. Navy’s oldest Naval Ammunition Depot in the Pacific dating back to its founding in 1857. Visible from the hilltop vantage point are scenic vistas of 7 Bay Area counties, the Carquinez Strait, Mt. Tamalpais, Mt. Diablo and the Napa and Sonoma valleys. The property’s 150 years of Navy history and natural wildlands make it a magnet for history buffs, birders and nature lovers and artists and photographers. The property has been off limits to the public until recently due to sensitive Navy munitions manufacturing, storage and transport and environmental cleanup. Although planned as a regional preserve, regular access is currently limited to the Second Saturday Access Day founded by Arc Ecology volunteers in April 2008. Hours are 9am-7pm (9am-5pm winter) during which the public has free access to 111 acres of the future 215-acre parkland for hiking and bicycling on the paved roadway, visiting the cemetery, picnicking and birdwatching. Visitors may view educational displays about the history and natural features of the parkland and an art show of scenes in the Preserve by members of the Benicia Plein Air Group at the Visitors Center. 

The first parcels of the property were transferred to the City of Vallejo in a grant from the California legislature through the California State Lands Commission in 2002 for public trust uses for all Californians. The remainder of the 215-acre site is still undergoing environmental cleanup by the U.S. Navy and is not open to the public except through regular hikes on the second Saturday led by the Sierra Club Solano Group. 

Please note: tours of the Preserve are available to any reporter or photographer covering this event. Call Myrna Hayes, 707-557-9816 or 707-249-9633 (cell) to schedule.

Mare Faire Hours

· Saturday, guided outings 9:30am-11:30am: 12-1pm: 1:30-3pm 2-3:30pm; 3:30-5:30pm; 6:15-7pm, self-guided walk with 14 interpretive guidepost stops, 3-mile roundtrip scenic route: 9am-6:30pm. Exhibits; 9am-7pm. Presentations: 1pm; 1:30pm and 2pm. Food for purchase: 9am-5pm. All ages. Accessible. Pedestrian and bicycle only. Vehicle access for disabled. 
· The complete Schedule is available online at www.mareislandpreserve.org 
Directions

· Online maps aren’t yet accurate because they haven’t found us yet. The best directions are on our website. www.mareislandpreserve.org
· From I-80 east or westbound: Exit Tennessee St., continue west to Mare Island. Follow Mare Faire signs.
· From Napa and Sonoma: Travel south on Highway 29 to Tennessee St., turn right and follow directions above.
· From Contra Costa County: Cross the Benicia-Martinez Bridge on I-680. Take I-780 west toward Benicia and Vallejo. Continue on I-780 for approximately 7 miles. Exit at I-80 east. Continue on I-80 toward Sacramento. Exit on Tennessee St. and follow directions above.
· From Marin and Sonoma: Travel east on Highway 37 to the Mare Island exit just before the Napa River Bridge. Turn right at the north entrance to Mare Island; continue to stop at G St. Turn left. Continue 2 blocks to Nimitz Ave. Turn right. 
· Mare Island Directions: Continue on Nimitz Ave. to a right turn at 15th St. Turn right to Railroad Ave. Turn left. Continue to PARKING through gate beyond the Army Reserve.
Full Schedule of Events

Complete Schedule available online at www.mareislandpreserve.org
Saturday, August 14

Hikes, guided outings, citizen science projects, art and food
9am-7pm Mare Faire headquarters Preserve Visitor Center Bldg A-167
Educational displays, presentations and art show, 12noon-3pm BBQ, bake sale (The public is encouraged to bring a bake sale item, pie, cake, cupcakes, cookies for our sale) and drinks

9am-6:30pm Self-guided walks 
Hike through history along a walk with 14 guideposts on the 3-mile roundtrip climb up the 284 ft. high hill and beyond to explore bunkers on the western side. View 7 Bay Area counties and Mt. Diablo, Mt. Tamalpais, the Carquinez Straits, San Pablo Bay, the East Bay hills and the Napa and Sonoma valleys. Visit the “Spirit Ship” Art Tribute to Mare Island shipyard workers undergoing restoration by Preserve volunteers. 

9:30am-11:30am Explore the native plants, ecology and wildlife of the Historic South Shore
Join Sierra Club hike leader and Preserve naturalist Brian Collett, Napa Solano Audubon Society field birding guide Wally NeVille and local native plant expert Bert Johnson for a ‘citizen science’ expedition to discover where the original shore may have been, and see the natural native plant bluff restoration after past Navy excavation. Look for marsh plants on the shore. See pairs of ospreys. Examine evidence of barn owls. See young great blue heron, turkey vultures and hawks recently fledged. Bring binoculars. Group must stay together and may not leave early. Arrive promptly. No facilities. Meet at 9:15am at Palmer’s Hut at the Preserve Headquarters.

10am-2pm Mare Island Museum

The Museum is open for a donation. Corner of 8th St. and Railroad Ave. 

10am-4pm Tour the Landing Craft Support Gunboat 102
FREE tour of the last of the WWII support gunboats acquired from the Royal Thai Navy, now calls Mare Island home. Volunteers are restoring. Corner of A St. and Nimitz Avenue.
10am-5pm Gourd art and fun with Gourd Guru Kemper Stone
Learn to transform gourds into bowls, vases, birdhouses, rattles and trumpets. Information about gourds, cultivation, techniques, classes and organizations. 

10am-6pm Plein air paintout at the Rowser Garden and the Preserve
Plein air painters may show up and paint in any location access is allowed. No need to be linked with a particular painting group. Bring your completed art to the Visitors Center for an outdoor show and if you like, sale. Paint the Rowser Garden at Guidepost # 6 for a future Preserve fundraiser art show, auction and sale. Photographers are encouraged, too.

12noon-1pm Native plant and grass restoration: where to begin?
Chris Rose, Executive Director, Solano Resource Conservation District, joined by Brian Collett, Preserve naturalist, will walk you through the steps to evaluate a potential restoration site including: reasons for restoration, goals, implementation options and maintenance needs. Chris has 17 years of experience implementing and managing native grass projects in the Sacramento Valley.  He has managed habitat restoration projects for both the Yolo County and Colusa County Resource Conservation Districts and was the Habitat Restoration Program Manager for Audubon California’s Landowner Stewardship Program for seven years. 

12noon-2pm Stories of the Naval Cemetery by docent Peggy O’Drain
Repeats 6:30pm Saturday
Meet Peggy O’Drain, Cemetery Docent, for stories from the first Naval Cemetery in the Pacific. Meet at Anna Key Turner’s grave at the top of the Cemetery. 

12noon-5pm Visit the Coal Shed Studios
Stop by the Coal Shed Studios on Mare Island on your way to or from the Mare Faire headquarters at the Preserve. Turn toward waterfront at 4th St. and Nimitz Ave. 
12noon-5pm Make a tree fort
In the eucalyptus grove across from the Palmer Hut kids can have fun building forts out of eucalyptus slash and other found materials.
12noon-6pm The hill is alive with the sounds of music
How about if you bring the music? Barbara Morris has already promised to bring her flute during the afternoon. Bring your instrument and play anywhere you like in the Preserve or jam from noon on the dock at the Visitors Center where there’s power. 

1pm-1:30pm Port Chicago Mutiny Commemoration at Visitors Center

Monday August 9th is the 66th anniversary of the Port Chicago Mutiny. Of the 258 men who initially took action here at the Naval Ammunition Depot, 50 were accused of mutiny, court-martialed and sentenced to prison for their action that changed our nation’s history. A special display will be at our Visitors Center.
1:30pm-2pm Visit by U.S. Forest Service mascot Woodsy the Owl and presentation: How the U.S. Forest Service manages natural areas
Amanda Cundiff from the U.S. Forest Service will give a slide show featuring the work of Forest Service scientists and managers with plenty of handouts. 

1:30-3pm Guided native plant and natural history walk
Meet Archie Wessells, Preserve volunteer naturalist and a professional horticulturist for an engaging outing in which you will learn to identify native plant habitat types and gain a better understanding of the challenges of discovering and protecting natives after more than 150 years of Navy operations, including grazing and excavating. Meet at the Palmer Hut at the Visitors Center. 

2pm-2:30pm Get to know snakes of the Preserve–they aren’t all bad!

Lou Silva, an expert on reptiles will give a talk at the Visitors Center about Preserve snakes and other reptiles and their habitat and diet.

 2-3:30pm Rowser Garden Restoration: thinking about how to restore an 80 year-old cultural landscape now infused with natives
Come meet Brian Collett, landscape architect and Preserve naturalist for some “forensic” garden exploration of questions and clues about the complex Rowser Garden and its cultural, native and invasive flora and fauna and some archeological mysteries. Meet at the Palmer Hut at the Preserve Visitors Center.

3:30pm-5:30pm Pick blackberries and make jam at the Visitors Center 

We’ll provide the pot, sugar, pectin, jars and cooking supplies, you bring buckets, clothes and gloves to keep from getting scratched and we’ll go blackberrying. 

6-6:45pm Twilight Tour Mare Island Naval Cemetery

Meet at the Palmer Hut for a walk to the Cemetery with Myrna Hayes. Bring flashlights to view stones in the evening light.
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